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* HISTORICAL SKETCH, : 
OF VARIOUS OPINIONS CONCERNING THE LORD'S 
SUPPER. ¢ 


Having endeavored, in some preceding es- 
says, to give a strictly scriptural account of the 
authority, nature and design, efficacy and obli- 
gation of the rite of the Lord’s Supper, I shall 
now attempt a rapid view of the different opin- 
ions which have been entertained on the sub- 
ject, from the earliest ages downward, It will 
present a humiliating picture of the weakness 
and waywardness of the human mind ; and will 
show in what wilderness and labyrinths faith 
may lose itself, when it leaves the direct path 
of simplicity and the gospel. We may thus be 
led to prize more highly than before the plain 
histories of this institution, which the sacred 
writers have preserved to us ; to esteem more 
lightly than ever, mere human forms, traditions 
and authority ; to be more and more satisfied 
that Christianity is an intelligible system ; and 
to resolve with added earnestness to acknowl- 
edge no other rule of belief and practice, than 
the word of God, 

We gather from Paul’s account, that this rite 
was in his time generally observed in the church ; 
that it was celebrated in remembrance of 
Christ; and that all who believed in Christ 
partook in it. No intimation is given thatany 
were forbidden its use, though complaint is 
made of disgraceful circumstances attending its 
observance. 

After the date of the epistle to the Corinthi- 
ans, we have no further intelligence of the Sup- 
per, till we come to the fathers of the second 
century ; and they begin to talk a very differ- 
ent language from St. Paul. We now find it 
called a mystery. The heathens had their mys- 
teries and secret ceremonies, and the Chris- 
tians were to fond of imitating them, The 
Lord’s Supper was naturally fixed upon for 
such a purpose, and was pressed into the ser- 
vice of superstition. This first great step be- 
ing taken, there is no cause that we should 
wonder at any extravagances which might fol- 











low; forthe idea of mystery and concealment 
being once attaehed to a doctrine or a ceremo- 
ny, the imagination is itself without restraint, 
to indulge itself in allits errantry. No matter 
what the errors are, for they all take a subor- 
dinate rank under the grand and leading error, 
that there can be any mummery or mysticism 
ina pure and perfect religion. 

Being established as a mystery, therefore, 
one of the first abuses of the communion, was 
the denial of it to those who had ineurred the 
censures of the church. It wasalso concealed 
with the greatest care from the pagans and the 
uninitiated. In this way it came to be regar- 
ded with an indefinite awe and superstitious 
reverence. The opivions toncernixg it, how- 
ever, had not yet assumed a systematic form ; 
though they were expressed in an exceedingly 
obscure and figurative style. Even now we 
are presented with outlines of the strange dow 
trine which were afierwards established. The 
Logos was supposed to be united in a saper- 
natural way with the bread and wine ; and the 
communicants were thought to partake in some 
mystical sense of the body and blood of our 
Lord. These views may be met with in the 
works of Justin Martyr, Irenzeus, and Clemens 
Alaxandrinus, who use particularly strong lan- 
guage, and justify it by the words, “This is my 
body,” and “ This ismy blood.” But Tertul- 
lian held those words to be figurative. 

It was also at this early age that the Lord’s 
Supper was spokeu of as a sacrifice, by some it 
a figurative, by others in a literal sense. Cyp- 
rian, who wrote in the third, asserted that it 
was a real oblation, offered up to the Deity by 
the minister, who stood in the capacity of priest, 

Many superstitious notions and practices 
were the natural offspring of such opinions as 
these ; and they multiplied from year to year. 
A divine virtue was almost of course attributed 
to the mysterious elements ; and they were sup- 
posed to operate as a direct charm, and to 
sess an intrinsic sanctifying influence. An idea 
of this kind could not fail to be of a dangerous 
moral tendency. The communion—and the 
same was the case with the rite of baptism— 
was soon considered as essential to salvation.— 
As incantations and forms rose in the scale of 
spiritual importance, virtue and practical piety 
descended proportionably. 

In the fourth century the mystics grow bold- 
er, and mystical usagesincrease. Cyril of Je- 
rusalem, as quoted by Dr. Priestley, — 
thus; “ Since Christ has said, this is my body, 
who can deny it? . Since he has said, this is 
my blood, who can say it is notso? He for- 





90 GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


merly changed water into wine, andis he not : cil, that the hands of the communicant: should 
worthy to be believed, when he says that be held inthe form of across, It was-usual to 
he has changed the wine into his blood? , kiss the bread, and also the hand of the person 
—Wherefore let us, with full assurance | who administered. Pompand parade through- 
of faith, take the body and blood of Christ.— | out the ceremony, were lavished more profuse. 





For under the form of bread the body is given 
to them, and under the form of wine his blood.” | 

The bread and wine being once regarded as ' 
in any literal sense the body and blood of the 
Saviour, they, together with every thing con- 
nected with them, were viewed with awful rev- 
erence. They were publicly exposed for the 
adoration of the people. They were carried 
about as preservatives against danger, by those 
who travelled by land or sea. They were ad- 
ministered to the sick as medicine.* The cloth 
which covered the bread, w1s called the cloth 
of the body, and esteemed holy; the wine was 
considered too precious to be committed to 
vessels of brittle glass, was ordered to be kept 
in some safer receptacle; and all the utensils 
appertaining to the elements, were regarded | 
with their share of veneration. 

The manner of administration also became | 





ly every day. 

In the beginning of the eighth century we 
have something very near to the doctrine of 
transvbstantiation, John Damascenus,a monk, 
speaks thus, “Jesus has joined to the bread 
and wine his own divinely, and made them to 
be his body and blood.” This he lustrates by 
the comparison of a lighted coal, which is fire 
united with wood. The difference between 
dectrine and that of transubstantiation will be 
readily perceived. The former is a union of 
the body and blood of Christ with the elements 
ef the eucharist ; the latter is a conversion of 
those elements into the body and and blood.— 
To borrew the monk’s figure, the one is the 
lighted cool, consisting of fire and wood, the 
other is wood changed into real fire, though 
still remaining the form, the coldness, and all 
the visible properties of wood. This Damas- 


@ matter of great moment. In the earliest ages, | cenus was of the Greek church, in which his 
all the faithful partook of the communion every | name is of great authority. The general sen- 
Lord’s day. Even infants communicated, as! timent at this time, throughout the christian 


we are told by Cypriar ; and the custom was 
continued in the western church till the twelfth 
century, when it was abolished; but in the 
eastern church it is still retained. The cate- 
chumens, or those who were under probation 
and instruction, and yet initiated, were dismis- 
sed at the close of the common services, with 
the words Ite, Missa est, from whence by cor- 
ruption came the English word Mass ; and 
then the eucharist was celebrated. As it was 
at that time believed, that in the first adminis- | 
tration of the Supper, water was mixed with 
the wine, they imitated the supposed example 
of Jesus. The elements being regarded as o 
a superior nature to ordinary bread and wine, 
it was made an inquiry at what instant the su- 
pernatural commutation was effected ; and it 
was determined that it happened while the 
priest was pronouncing the words, “ This is 
my body.” The custom of burning candles at 
this service, was introduced in the fifth century, 
and there was a set form used for blessing these 
candles.—Anciently it was the office of deacons 
to serve the elements, but it afterwards became 
the privilege of the priest. In so insignificant 
a circumstance too, as the method of receiving 
the bread, the communicants were required by 
Cyril of Jerusalem to support the right hand 
with the left, and to take especial care ‘that 
none of it should fall to the ground. They 
were also told that the wine should be approach- 
ed with the body inclined forwards in a rever- 
ential manner ; and it was ordained by no less 
an authority than that of the sixth general coun- 


* Austin says, “If any one fell sick, let him re- 
ceive the budy and blood of Christ ; and let him keep 
a part of this little body. that be may find the accom- 


world, was that the body and blood of Christ 
were present in the elements, though the man- 
| ner of their presence was not distinctly settled. 

One of the superstitious customs of this pe- 
riod was the mixing of the consecrated wine 
| with ink, for the purpose of signing contracts 
and other important writings. Afterwards. 
however, when the elements were regarded us 
the real body and blood, practices of this kind 
were put an end to, as irreverent. The people 
began to withdraw from the communiun, from 
| the increasing awe which was entertained of the 
| service. Masses were performed for the de- 





| liverance of souls out of purgatory ; and _pri- 
vate chapels were established for the purpose. 
The communion tables were now called altars. 
| as the service was deemed a proper oblatioi 
| and atoning sacrifice ; and they were ordered 


to be made of stone. Incensce,as well as can- 
dles, was burnt at the celebration. The bread 
which was formerly brought in separate quanti- 
ties by the communicants, as offerings, and was | 
afterwards presented in one loaf, and then bro- 
ken for participation, was now sometimes baked 
in many small cakes or wafers, principally for 
_the sake of preventing any loss, As early as 
| the beginning of the sixth century, all who join- 
ed in the service were required to face’ the 
East. But the exact mode of celebration was 
‘not yet determined or prescribed, and different 
| churches used different forms. In the begin- 
: ning of the seventh century, the canon of the 
mass, as it is now used in the Roman church, 
was composed by Gregory the Great, and in 
time was universally adopted. This pope is 
famous for having multiplied the ceremonies 
and greatly added to the pomp and glitter of 
his church. : 


? 
i 


' 





plishment of what St. James says; ‘* Let those who 
ane sick, go to the church to recewe strength of body.” 


Ip the ninth century, the Catholic doctring 
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of the real presence was for the first time ac- | edged that there is a difficulty in comprare 


curately defined. This was done by Pascha- | ing this, but there is no difficulty in believing 
sius Radbert, a monk of Corbie in France, who | it.” No ; there is no difficulty in believing 
wrote a book io prove that the consecrated | any thing whatever, if beliefmeans the nodding 
bread and wine became the real body and bloed | of the head, or the moving of the tongue, or the 
of Christ—the very same body in which he was | signing of one’s name, at the end of any pro- 
born, crucified and raised, “ It is no other | position which is offered by those who assume 
flesh,” he says, “ than that which was born of| infallibility, whether the proposition be ‘under- 
the Virgin Mary, which suffered upon the cross, | stood or not. 
and which was raised from the grave.” His} Several additional forms and ceremonies 
assertions were supported, among other meth-| were introduced, about the time that this as- 
ods, by the relation of an extraordinary vision ; | tonishing doctrine was established in the church. 
and in those daysa dream was generally of more | Till the thirteenth century, those who partook 
avail than an argument. His opinion, how-| of the sacrament, communicated stapding, but 
ever, was new and startling, and was not suffer- | now they did so on their knees. In the same 
ed to come into the church without mych oppo-| century the people were ordered, by a papal 
sition. Many distinguished persons deciared | decree, to fall down in adoration at the eleva- 
against it; and the emperor Charles the Bold | tion of the host ; the signal for which was the 
employed a celebrated theologian of the time | ringing ofa bell. The host was also carried 
to refute it ; so that its success was for a long in solemn procession through the streets, when 
time fluctuating and doubtful. Inthe eleventh | about to be administered to the sick. The 
century, the celebrated Berenger stoutly oppos- | great festival of Corpus Christi was instituted 
ed it; but it seems at that time to have become | by Urban IV. in 1264; and ‘Thomas Aquinas 
the popular opinion ; for he was condemned | composed the office for it. The customof give 
by councils, and obliged to make a public re-| ing the bread only tothe laity, and denying 
cantation. The Albigenses rejected it; and | them the wine, was introduced about this time; 
in the twelfth century, Arnoldof Brescia was | though it was not universally observed till it 
burnt for denying it. The word transubstan-| was established by the council of Constance, in 
tiation, which was used to express this doc-! 1415, 
trine, was established as its orthodox name, by| _I have left unnoticed a scrious controversy, 
the Laterah council of 1215. which arose in the eleventh century, between 
Many embarrassing questions naturally arose | the Greek and Roman churches on the ques- 
on this subject. There was no apparent change | tion, whether leavened or unleavened bread 
in the bread and wine, and how was this tobe | should be used in the sacramént. The Greeks 
accounted for? No less a personage than aj used the latter,and were undoubtedly in the 
pope, Innocent III. endeavored to remove the | right, if the original celebration was to be re- 
objection, by allowing that there remained a | garded as authority; for the Jews always ate 
certain paneity in the one, and vineity in the | unlevened bread with the Paschal Supper, The 
other. But this modification met with little fa- | Romans agreed with them at last. But to me 
vor, The majority were determined to go for | the whole contention seems about as important, 


the whole 5 and indeed, common sense was so | as that which has so long and vehemently been 


far abandoned, that it was as well to take leave 
of it altogether. Another questioti was, wheth- 
cr the change which was believed to take place 
was formal or substantial ; whether it altered 
the substance, or the sensible properties only, 
of the bread and wine ;—a question which noth- 
ing short'of authoritative assertion could settle 
—and that can settle any thing. There was 
another great difficulty to be solved in the same 
way. The eucharist is celebrated at a cer- 
tain place, andthe bread is converted by the 
words of consetration into the body of Christ; 
but the rite is performed in many other places 
at the same time ; now, how can the same en- 
tire body be ib various parts of the world at 
once ? The following is the conclusive an- 
swer by Guimond, one of the opponents of Ber- 
enger. Every. separate part of the eucharist 
is the whole body of Christ. " It is given entire 
to all the faithful. They all receive it equally. 
Though it should be celebrated a thousand 
times at once, it is the same indivisible body of 
Christ. It is only to sense that a single part 
of the host appears less than the whole ; but 


maintained on the point, whether in the rite of 
Et the recipient should be sprinkled or 

ipt. 
The abuses of this institution had grown to 
such enormous proportions, and had struck 
their roots so deeply into the whole soil of 
Christendom, that even in the times of the re- 
formation we shall look in vain to see them 
eradicated. Neither Wickliffe nor Huss ab- 
solutely rejected the doctrine of transubstan- 
tiation. Luther, instead of returning to the age 
and the simplicity of Christ, only went back to 
the eighth century, and took up the doctrines 
of Paschasius, or something very like’ it, in 
what had been called, some time before, con- 
substantiation, As Paschasius explained him- 
self by the simile of a lighted coal, which is fire 
united with wood, so did Luther by that of 
heated iron, which is fire united with iron.— 
His colleague, however, Carolstadt, was more 
simple in his creed, and believed the elements 
tobe but the symbols of the ‘body of Christ, 
which in communion, were intended: and cal- 
culated to excite a vivid remembrahce of ‘his 





our senses often deceive ‘us. It is acknowl- 


sufferings. ‘Zuinglius also ofjposed’ the’ great 
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reformer on this subject, and showed himself 
here, as well as on some other occasions, the 
more sensible man of the two. Socinius was 
équally rational. Calvin went back about as 
far as the second century, and taught that a 
divine efficacy was imparted to the bread and 
wine, 

The church of England, neither in article 
25th, on Sacraments, nor in the 28th, on the 
Lord’s Supper, so plainly declares a supernatu- 
ural efficacy in the elements, that a more ra- 
tional. faith may not be gathered from them ; 
but they are nevertheless, a little mystical.— 
The same may be said of the Presbyterian 
faith, as it is set forth in the Assembly’s Cate- 
chism. It requires rather more explanation, 
however, before it can be translated: into chris- 
tian truth, ity 

The opinion among thinking Unitarians is, 
without exception, as far as I know, that which 
I haye maintained in the former portions of 
this treatise. ‘The general sentiment, howev- 
er, among all christians, is one of indefinite awe 
and dread, at approaching the communion ta- 
ble. It will be long, I presume, before such a 
sentiment will cease to be felt even by Protest- 
ants; for it is hard to throw off the chains 
which centuries have been forging. 

A few remarks have suggested themselves to 
me, while pursuing the above recital, which I 
will now put down as briefly as possible. 

One is, that antiquity is but poor authority 
for the truth of any doctrine. If, among the 
very earliest fathers of the church, we are pre- 
sented with the first principles of a superstition, 
as wild as any that ever took possession of the 

- brain of man, they are not to be reverenced 
highly, nor trusted implicitly. We may resort 
to them with confidence for a great number of 
historical facts; but their opinions are but o- 
pinions, and frequently very absurd ones too, 
and should be questioned as readily, and ex- 
plained with as much freedom, as the opinions 
of any other men. 

A second conclusion is, that a doctrine.can- 
not be a plain and fundamental doctrine of 
Christianity, which, instead of being explicitly 
declared in the Scriptures, is gradually built up 
by fathers, councils and popes. As a Chris- 
tian I should always feel myself bound, posi- 
tively and openly to deny the Christian au- 
thority of any opinion or system, which I neith- 
er could discover in any part of the New Tes- 
tament, nor any where else for a century after 
its books were composed, On this ground, as 
well as on some others, I deny the truth of sev- 
eral doctrines, which have been, and still are 
esteemed orthodox ; one of which is the doc- 
trine of the trinity. 

I would remark in the third place, as a sug- 
gestion which naturally arises from the forego- 
ing narrative, that simplicity is the truest sub- 
limity, Shows and festivals may for a while 
lead captive the senses, and impose upon the 
heart ;—but at last they grow common and 
tedious and tasteless ; the mind demands seme- 





thing to exercise its sterner powers, and the 


heart, becoming disgusted with outside forms 
yearns for the satisfaction of its deep and vital 
cravings. After we have been listening to the 
story of the increasing superstitions, the absurd 
theories, the minute and foolish disputes, the 
smoking and scented ceremonies, which for 
centuries were gathering round the table of our 
Lord, do we not turn for refreshment, to the 
simple accounts which the Scriptures afford us, 
of the simple institution of the Lord’s Supper ? 
—Universalist Magazine. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
LETTER VIitI. 
TO“ THE REY. DR.” MILNOR, OF N. Y. 

Sir: We now come, in the course ef our in- 
vestigation, to what you call the ‘ holy sabbath,’ 
This phrase you have applied to the first day 
of the week, andon you must rest the blame, 
as I will not be guilty of applying those words 
in this manner, except as from you. The Bi- 
ble will give no authority to you or to me, to 
assert what you have, respecting laboring upon 
any day of the week. The Jewish sabbath is 
the 7th day of the week, which is owr Satur 
day. . That was, by Divine command, to be 
kept sacred, by the Jews, but it reached not 
the rest ofthe creation. By taking the trouble 
to turn to Exodus xxxi. 16, 17, and to Ezek. 
xx. 12, you will learn that God declares the 
Sabbath to be a sign between himself and the 
children of Israel forever. “ Now,” in the Jan- 
guage of another, “ itdoes not seem easy to 
understand, how the Sabbath could be a sign 
between God afd the people of Isracl, unless 
the observance of it was peculiar to that peo- 
ple, and designed to be so.” It may farther be 
remarked, here, that if the command instituting 
this Sabbath, is binding upon christians, it must 
be binding as to the particular day, (which is 
our Saturday,) as well as the ty, &c. Sr. 
Paul will confirm the view above taken upon 
this subject. See Col. ii, 16, 17. 

Thus much of the Jewish Sabbath. Of the 
christian Sabbath, or day of rest, some remarks 
seem necessary, as it was upon this day that 
you say the people labored in their garden, and 
gave such a shock to the feelings of the person 
who threw the tract into the garden on that 
day. Here, as in my last letter, I shall forego 
my own remarks, and substitute those of the 
pious and respected Dr. Paley. Of the chris- 
tian Sabbath this author observes ; “ A cessa- 
tion, upon that.day, from labor, beyond the 
time of attendance upon public worship, is not 
intimated in any passage in the New Testament; 
nor did Christ or his apostles deliver, that we 
know of, any command to their disciples for a 
discontinuance upon that day of the common 
offices of their professions.” Again, the same 
writer adds, upon this subject : “ The opinion, 
that Christ and his apostles meant to retain the 
duties of the Jewish Sabbath, shifting only the 
day from the seventh to the first, seems to per- 
vail without sufficient proof.” And to close. 
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he remarks: “ The conclusion of the whole 
inquiry (for itis our business to follow the ar- 
guments to whatever probabilities they conduct 
us) is this : The assembling, upon the first day 
of the week, for the purpose of public worship 
and religious instruction, is a law of Christian- 
ity, of divine appointment; the resting on that 
day, from our employments longer than we are 
detained from them by attendance upon these 
assemblies, is, to christians, an ordinance of hu- 
man institution.” With this view’ of the sub- 
ject before you, I rest satisfied that your pru- 
dence will prevent your telling such a story a- 
gain to any tract society, however much the 
cause of Superstition may require such foster- 
ing care to perpetuate its horrid effects, 
Yours, 
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“THE THING as It 18.”°—Job. 








THE END OF THE KEVIVAL. 

The excitement which has been “ got up” in this 
village, is now on the decline; and the different 
priests, who have carried on the work, are beginning 
to gather in the elect into their folds, The baptists 
have added to their numbers siz females, from which 
it appears, that the God of the caivinist baptists is a 
peculiar favorite with the ladies. The presbyterians 
have secured a few more of the chosen vessels of mer- 
cy, who were ‘‘ chosen in Christ before the foundation 
of the world unto eternal glory.” and are about to 
add to their flock, as we understand, about twénty- 
The methodists, seem to have labored almost in vain, 
inasmuch as they have not, as yet, received any into 
their kingdom. Thus it appears that about twenty 
siz, have been “ hopefully converted” to orthodoxy ! 
We are surprised at this result; for from the exer- 
tions which have been made we had calculated that 
probably one’ hundred might be thus converted by 
the revival. But, about one fourth of that number, 
have been brought ia, under the influence of the ex- 
citement, and the persons who have effected $0 much 
will doubtless be satisfied, since it is in their opinion 
the Lord's doings and marvellous in their eyes! !— 
We presume to say, however, that orthodox presses 
at a distance from the sceue of this tumult will teem 
with glowing accounts of this wonderful work of men. 
We predict that the Western Recorder will ere long 
inform the world; that God hes paid Buffalo a visit 
and snatched a few precious souls from the fangs of 
ihe devil, much to the encouragement of movey-lovr 
ing clergymen and their popular satte!lites. But we 
have a word to say in relation to this matter. 

A few weeks since it was stated in the Advocate: 
quat the subjects of such fanatical revivals + are, pret- 
ty uniformly, either the most simple, the most immor- 
al, or the most hypocritical parts of community.”— 
After the phrenzy'has in some degree subsided we 
are enabled to form a correct opinion of (he above re- 
mark. We now desire an enlightened community to 
talt over the catalogue cf'names, who have been— 


as the saying is—*‘ converted.” Afic: all this excite- 
ment, all this clamor, allthis ranting, all this spis- 
ning of street yarn, we demand, what is the result? 
We verily believe, that among the whole mass 
of converts, there is not one individnal, who, after ob. 
_taining all the boasted illumination of the spirit of in- 
| telligence is capable of combining three philosuphi- 
cal ideas! We mean no insult fo any itis 
| but we make the above ‘statement in eaodo., with 
| some knowledge of the case. Show us one instance 
wherein the above'statement is pot proved to be lit- 
erally true, and we stand ready to be corrected. 

Again. It is remarked that most of the converts 
are astonishingly ignorant of the scriptures. Even 
the most intelligent among them are unable to quote 
from the bible with any degree of accuracy. ‘They 
appear to know little or nothing of that sacred book, 
which contains the covenant of God and the words of 
eternal life. Indeed, they uniformly béfray the most 
palpable duplicity ard ignorance; while at the same 
time their impudence, insolence, dnd intolerable as 
surance, supply, for the time being, the deficiency of 
wisdom, biblical knowledge, or commendable modes- 
ty. It thus appears, that the converts to calvinism: 
thas far, are generally composed of the first class of 
those enumerated abéve, and prove our former poti- 
tion literally true so far as it goes. 

We rejoice to learn that the revival fs on the de~ 
Cline altho’ it may be expected that the fragments 
are yet to be gathered up. It lias already been an- 
nounced, that ** the infuence” will leave this place in 
the course of two weeks, possibly soener. We had 
calculated that this tutelar deity would take 
leave of absence on the opening of navigation, 
bat possibly an early spring and the hum of business 
willhasten its departure! It will depend much of 
the state of the weather, and.we therefore devoutly 
pray for an early seavon. 


3 t 
Gina's 


A SPECIMEN OF ORTHODOX HONESTY. 
What manner of man can this be? 

We are informed tha‘, a few days since, a merch- 
ant of this village, who avows his belief in Predeste- 
nation, declared no Universalist could be an hones{ 
man, because there was nothing to restrain his:ac- 
tions. Weask the reader what opinion he «must 
have of the map whose only motive for honesty is the 
fear of eniless damnation ? Is the man who is res- 
trained from theft by fear of punishment in a future 
stale of existence, more honest at heart,,than if he 
were actually a thief indeed as wellas thought? Do 
not our Presbyterian Calvinists hold to the doctrine 
that man, by repentance, may escape the punishment 
which he deserves? And, last, will not the man 
who is made honest by fear only, and who believes 
men may escape punishment by repentance, be vers 
likely to lay aside Lis honesty, occasiovally, and be 
guilty of dishonesty, for a time, intending, all the 
while, to repent by and by, and so escape what he 
deserves ?** 

This reviler of a rapidly increasing and highly res- 
pectable sect, among whom is included a very near 





relation of his own, is informed that had he more of 
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their principles he would not have made the remark 
attributed to him, and also, that the love of happiness 
here, and of God, the author of it, is suflicieut to res- 
train any man, and will do it more effectually than 
fear can, if he once come to a knowledge of the fact 
‘hat every man’s happiness or misery, in this life, is 
the result of his virtuous or vicious deeds. ‘The 
way of the transgressor is hard,” is the text of every 
Universalist, and guided by its moral he is as lixely, 
at least, to lead a virtuous life, as those are who con- 
fess that the fear of endless punishment is all that re- 
strains them from vice. The danger, with them is, 
that the person by thinking he would be happier here, 
lo sin, will often forget the bereafier, and commit the 
deed. The Universalist has no such temptation, be- 
cause he believes he should be less happy here, for 
every sin, and therefore, upon reflection, abandons 
the thought. We recommend, to our calumniator, 
more knowledge, less bigotry, and a constant prac~ 
tice of all the virtues, as essentia! to his happiness 
here. 
A MAN OF STRAW. 

Mr. Hastings in a late number of the Western Re- 
corder has entered upon the work of refuting a doc- 
trine which he calls Universattsm. Taking it for 
granted, that universalism is what the ignorant oppo- 
sers of the impartial grace of God represent it to be, 
he goes on to fight against it in good earnest! By so 


doing he betrays ‘that kind of ignorance which is pe- 
culiarly calculated to excite the pity, if not the con- 


tempt of every inteJligent person in community.— 

To contend with such a man would be like beating 

the air, and a conquest would not grace the columns 

ofour paper. His attempt seems to have elucidated 
one fact, viz. that the erudite Mr. Hastings, the 
mouth piece of the Auburn Seminary, is as ignorant 
of the sentiments of universalists cs any ‘‘ band of in- 
tellectual outlaws” in community. We recommend 
it to our charitable opponents, to lose no time in rais- 
ing funds for the education of the editor of the Recor- 
der. When he learns our doctrine, and fecls dispos- 
ed to oppose it, we shall rejoice to meet him cn fair 
grounds; til) then we shall not “‘ wage a war of 
words” with him nor any others of that stamp, lest 
our labor should be lost. 

AN OLD OFFENDER CAUGHT. 

We learn from the Cayuga Patriot, that the 
Cayuga County Bible Society has been 
caught—not in any state’s Prison offence, but 
in the very act of telling that which is prob- 
ally—false. The followingfrom the paper 
above named will throw some light on a dark 
subject. 

BIBLES. 

The operations to ascertain the number of 
bibles in each family in this county will be rec- 
ollected by most of our readers. The resultas 
given in a bible society notice in the last Free 
Press, is truly humiliating and degrading to the 
wealthy and enlightened county of Cayuga.— 





The society inform us, that “ it is quite clearly 
ascertained, that more than a thousand families 

in this county are destitute of the bible, and 

without the means of procuring it ; and that 

another thousand are destitute who would be 
willing to purchase the bible at cost if it could 

be brought within their reach.” O degraded 

people! hide your diminished heads, nor dare 
look abroad, and talk of your wealth and privi- 
leges ! More than two thousand families, near- 
ly half the families in the county, destitute of 
the bible—a book on which most men rest their 
hopes of future happiness, and which even in- 

fidels wouid desire to procure from motives of 
curiosity, A wealthy community, and one 
thousand families such wretched paupers, and 
so neglected by their charitable, christian, 
wealthy neighbors as to be unable to raise seven 
shillings, the price of a bible well printed and 
well bound at most ofthe stores and bookstores, 
Js this true ? And one thousand more who are 
able and willing to purchase the bible, at cost, 
so contemptibly mean and niggardly as to be 
unwilling to pay seven shillings for it! Js this 
true? “ If it could be broughttothem !” Can't 
they come for it? Are not most of them as 
often as once a week at places where bibles 
can be purchased for seven shillings! More 
than two thousand destitute of the bible! We 
must treat this subject lightly. We have a per- 
sonal respect for most of the gentlemen engag- 
ed in the society. Nevertheless, we do not be- 
lieve the statement ; because we do not know 
where to look for so great a deficiency of bibles. 
Take the poorest street in this village or the 
poorest neighborhood in the county, and we 
venture to say one will find no such deficiency 
as stated. We wishto see the bible generale 
ly circulated : but we wish to sec no deceptions 
no* pious frauds” practised on community.— 
The gentlemen engaged in this business, wor- 
thy and respectable as they doubtless are, must 
have heen, in-some way, imposed upon. 

P, S, A:magistrate of this town informs us, 
that in attending at the houses of paupers, in 
which cases it was necessary to administer an 
oath, he has seldom found an instance where 
there was not a bible inthe family. How does 
this fact tally with the two thousand families 
that are destitute ? 


eee = = 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
ARMINTANISM. 

Among’ the many views which sectarian in- 
terest has' given rise to, there is none perhaps 
more vague and contradictory, and at the same 
time more favorably looked upon at the pres- 
ent day, than that which stands at the head of 
this article. This.doctrine took its rise in the 
sixteenth century, from the writings of one Ar- 
minius, an eminent scholar and learned pro- 
fessor of divinity in the University at Leyden. 
His opinions seem to have arisen ina dislike to 
those of Calvin, who preceded him but a few 
years, and who taught the new faverite doctrine 
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of original sin, aad of election and reprobation. 
In opposition to which Arminius taught that 
the final destiny of mankind, individually, to 
endless misery and eternal happiness was not 
ficed by any immutable decree in the mind of 
“Jehovah, but that he had determined to bestow 
eternal happiness upon those- whom he foresaw 
should persevere in the faith to the end, as a 
reward of their obedience; and in the same 
manner endless misery upon those who should 
resist the influence of the holy spirit and re- 
main finally impenitent, rejecting the condi- 
tions of redemption as they were pretended to 
be set forth in the gospel. 

2dly. Calvin taught that Christ by his death 
made an atonement or satisfaction only for the 
sins of those who were elected to salvation, 
while Arminius contended that he made a full 
and entire satisfaction for the sins of all man- 
kind ; but denied that any could derive benefit 
therefrom who were not partakers of the divine 
spirit, or who did not freely e:nbrace him as 
the Saviour of the world. The 

3d tenet of Calvin was original sin and total 
depravity ; which Arminius. denied so far as 
regarded its coming or descending from Adam, 
but contended that Adam/’s sin entailed upon 
the human family natural evil and mortality, 
thus transforming man in effect from an incor- 
ruptible being to a creature subject to disease 
and death. 

4th. Arminius rejected the idea of irresisti- 
ble grace in the salvation of sinners; and 5th 
and lastly, contended that those who were par- 
takers of the divine spirit and had embraced 
Christ as the true Saviour of the world, were 
not freed from the temptations of the world, 
the flesh and the devil, but were liable like 
others without the exercise of a due degree of 
vigilance of falling from the faith, and losing (as 
it was termed) their state of grace. 

These seem to have been the principal te- 
nets for which Arminius contended, and are 
now generally received as the true doctrine of 
the bible by a great part of the christian world. 

In the 1st particular, Calvin held the idea of 
God’s having foreseen the actions of mankind 
individually, and of having discerned by his 
omniscience the result of their actions whether 
good or bad, from which knowledge he formed 
his determination respecting their destiny in- 
dividually ; dooming this to endless misery as 
the demerit of his crimes, and that to endless 
happines as the reward of his obedience. But 
here some difficulties seem to have arisen in the 
mind of Arminius, who could not entertain an 
idea so derogatory to the character of Jehovah, 
as the supposition that he had determined the 
destiny of some individuals of the human race 
to endless misery before they existed, as sucha 
supposition involved the certainty of his having 
formed them for the express purpose of doom- 
ing them to euch a state ; for the fact of his 
foreseeing the result of their actions, could have 
arisen only in the certainty of his having deter- 
mined them, To relieve himself therefore 
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from this difficulty, he supposed that the actions 
of men were not known to Jehovah, and that 
he had determined no farther respecting them 
than that the obedient, or those who persever- 
ed to the end, (that is the end of their lives) in 
the way of well doing, should receive a crown 
ofimmortality and glory, while those who should 
remain finally impenitent should receive, as the 
demerit of the crimes, endless death and dam- 
nation, This supposition it will be perceived 
places the happiness of every individual within 
his own reach, making man in facta free mor- 
al being, and not an agent, as au agent is mere- 
ly a person deputised to execute certain fixed 
and known purposes. Now, although Calvin- 
ism, that pursling of pride, superstition and ar- 
rogance, is in many particulars preposterous and 
yet it is to be feared that this doctrine 
although at that time considered as obviating 
the difficulties in that, if duly examined, will 
appear — so to the careful and candid ob- 
server. ow absurd the idea, that an omni- 
cient God should be so, ignorant of his own 
designs as to create a universe of intelligent 
creatures, at random, without ever knowing 
what their existence would produce—How vain 
must be the glory of God which is placed upon 
the mere will of a subordinate creature—And 
how puerile and senseless must be that 
mind, which could itself to be swayed and gov- 
erned by the mere momentary czprice of a nurs- 
ling of clay? To my mind the doctrine of Cal- 
vin appears the most rational ; for although the 
character of God is hereby branded with the 
horrid attributes ofa demon, yet in his plans 
there appears some little design, and instead of 
oe his glory in the hands of mortals, he 
as the stability to fix the destiny of each and 
every individual of their number, and that too 
without the least regard to their efforts, desires 
or merits, But Arminius seems like most re- 
formers to have been so zealous in correcting 
the abuses of others as to regard or overlook 
the consequences of his own opinions. Thus, 
in order to make the justice of God the more 
apparent in dooming the sinner to endless woe, 
he considered it ne¢gessary to make man a_ free 
moral being, who should have the entire con- 
trol of his actions, wishes and passions, and 
who could believe or disbelieve a truth or false- 
hood at pleasure, without regard to evidence or 
plausibility. But had he paused a moment, he 
would have rejected this idea as vague and eon- 
tradictory, for the evidence was before him ;— 
the very reason why he rejected Calvinism was 
the weight which contradictory evidence had 
upon his mind, he rejected it because he believ- 
edit improbable or perhaps absurd. He no 
doubt would have been much enraged and en- 
tertained but a poor opinion of the candor and 
justice of his Sovereign had he doomed him to 
the stake and the faggot for not believing im- 
plicitly the tenets of Calvin, against which his 
mind revolted ; yet he has no hesitation in im- 
puting the same conduct to God. He unhesit- 
atingly passes sentence upon the conduct of his 
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fellows, and considers that God would act justly 
in dooming them to endless misery for not be- 
lieving that which they could not understand, 
or for rejecting that which they considered 
vague and unmeaning, Such,reader, was the 
doctrine of Arminius: How poor indeed, when 
actions which could have rendered an earthly 
prince detestable to his subjects, are readily 
imputed to the: Almighty, and considered as 
the brightest ornament of his character !!— 
Christian Tel. 
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I WILL SING PRAISE, 








The fullowing lines are from the pen of an aged, 
experienced, and respectable brother, who has re- 
cently been converted from the error of limitarianism 
to the soul-saving truth of God. The author states 
that he bas been a preacher of something, which he 
called gospel for thirty-seven years, and has but re- 
cently been delivered from the darkness of modern 
orthodoxy. In his sixty-seventh year he has become 
*renewed in the spirit of his mind,” and now rejoi- 
ces in the light of divine truth with joy unspeakable. 
Having now become a lover of God rather than an 
admirer of men, the following effusion is characteris- 
tic of that abhorrence of the craft of interested priests 
which is felt by every truly devotional beart. We 
take the liberty to add, that Br. Beebe, the writer of 
the following lines, was led to a change of sentiment 
by a sickness which was supposed to be unto death ; 
which fact, should be remembered as an evidence of 
the great support to be derived from the doctrine of 
impartial grece in the hour of trial. He is now en- 
gaged in preaching the gospel of universal salvation 
from sin through a Redeemer. —Ed. Gos. Adv. 

A SONG BY A UNIVERSALIST. 

ITark to my song, my friends, al), 

While I my thoughts relate, 

And may the whole creation, 

The arts of Priest-craft hate : 

Had «nen but understanding 

To view their crafty play, 
False priests would lose the handling 
Of their ill-gotten pay. 
Why are we in such slavery 
To priests of high degree ? 
Or why the dupes of knavery 
When we might all be free* 
That error’s like a canker 
We can with boldness say 
And if rrutu is our anchor 
We cannot lose our way. 
Now he is called “ offender” 
Who gives to truth its place 
But let us not surrender 
While we’re sustained by gracc. 
Let truth, I say come forward, 
And strive without dismay, 
Their power is only borrowed, 
Their craft shall flee away. 
Their faith is dark confusion, 
Their preaching leads to sin, 
They practise each delusion, 
And pray for wordly gain. 
But truth promotes contrition 
And will without delay 
Bring error to perdition 
And craft will flee away. 
Those priests who live in splendo: 
And o’er the people ride 
Their cash will not surrender, 





For that sustains their pride ; 
It helps them in their standing, 
It guides them on their way, 
Their station is commanding, 
Their craft ehall flee away. 
Some priests are sorely nettled 
To see their fame decrease, 
But they and truth can’ setile 
On any terms of peacc ; 
Therefore with fear and wonder 
They languish in the fray, 
But truth will crush ivem under 
Their cratt will flee away. 
Ged’s truth, and his communion, 
Those priests do sorely hate, 
He'll break the horrid union 
Of Satan, Church, and State ; 
And then their pride and grandeur 
Low on the eaith will lay, 
Those haughty pricsts will wonder, 
Their craft will flee away. 
The martyrs have been murdered 
By that deceiving crew, 
But let the truth be nurtured 
And they'll receive their due ;— 
Tho’ they may all deny it, 
The ground will speak and say 
“ Tueir blood I have received it” 
Priest-craft shall flee away. 
Our Lord was killed by Pilate, 
And Paul by Nero slain, 
And Michael Servctus 
By Calvin suffered pain ; 
But since those times of slaughter 
We hope to see the day, 
When truth, tho’ marching after, 
Shall drive their craft away. 
*Tis truth that breaks their order 
And drives their armies back, 
It now invades their border, 
And will their cities sack ;— 
Though hes have been their refuge, 
And cruelty their play, 

We hope that truth will deluge, 
And sweep their craft away. 
Truth now makes its appearance, 

To execute God’s pian, 
And promises security, 
To all the rights of man. 
Let every sect and nation, 
Their tenets now display, 
And may the whole creation 
Drive priest-craft far away. 
Truth now doth make their lying 
Appear like darkest night, 
And their deceitful flattery 
It puts to shameful flight :-— 
Rouse up ye slaves of error 
And arm without delay, 
And aid the holy warfare, 
To drive their craft away. 
Janez Beers. 
Howard, Steuben co. Jan. 25, 1826. 


PENITENCE. 
Fair is the drop that gems the rose, 
When morning on its bosom glows ; 
Bright are those orbs that beam on high, 
And deck with gold the azure sky ; 
Sweet is the balm distilled from flowers 
Just wash’d with summer’s gentle showers ; 
But fairer, brighter, sweeter far 
Than dew-drop gay, or sparkling star, 
Or fragrance grateful to the sense, 
Are tears of humble Penitence, 





